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NEWSLETTER CF THE KORTHAMPTON BEANCH OF CAMEA
The Campaign for Real Ale (CAMREA) was formed in 1971 to preserve real ale and real pubs.
Since then it has persuaded many brewers and thousands of pubs to return to supplying trad-
itionally brewed, cask-conditioned milds and bitters, served by traditional meithods.

. .
Cam paign NEWS . yore wmi russ ron sommaeron

Mitchells & Butlers have bought a closed—down pub from Manns and have promised to
re-open it scon. Watneys (as they then were) closed the Red Zarl in Kings Heath, Horth-
ampton in 1977 because they couldn't make it pay. M & E will do it up as the Bass House
(draught Bass, we hope). M & B said "the residents deserve a good local apd they'll get 1ti"

We leck forward to the day when Manns sell the Chequers at Wellingborough (closed for
over 18 months now) and any other pubs they don't want to those other companies who are
willing %0 re—open them and provide +the service to the public which Manns obviouely can't
be bothered with. If this company had less of a monopoly in the area they might be more
keen to keep their pube in business., In the last 12 years, 28 pubs in the Northampton
district have been permanently closed - 27 were Waineys/Manns pubs. This does not include
pune closed indefinitely at the company's convenience {like the Chegquers) and those zll
too rare pubs which are closed and sold but re—open later as free houses,.

M & E will also be opening the next new pub in Northampton Development Scheme. It is
in the Bellinge district (near Little Billing) and is provisionally named the Bellringer.
We have reason to hope it will sell real ale.

dnother new pub may open in Northampion centre next year at the premises in
St. Ceorge's Street (off Regent Square) at present occupied by the Irish Club. The Club
is moving to new premises later this year and the old building has been bought by Camra
Real Ale Investments Ltd., a Cambridge-based company which owns a small cbain of pubs
spread throughout the country. CAMRAIL is a publicly guoted company and NOT a subsidiary
of the Campaign for Heal Ale, which has taken legal advice on the Blmllarltj between the
names alter recent bad publicity about CAMRAIL's pub . in London; the press have a habit
of confusging the twe names. CAMRATL intend to apply for a2 change in licence before
starting work refurbishing the old Club premises later this year, re-cpening with a range
of real ales, probably late in 1580.

THE THUTH ARQUT SHIPPO's -~ STRAICHT FROM THE HORSE'S MCUTH
Many real ale drinkers have been alarmed by reports that Shipstone's teers are being
changed as a result of .ihat company's takeover by CGremall wWhitley. It was said +hat ihe
excellent mild and bitier had been made sweeter to meet some pre-conceived noiion of
Greenalls regarding the ideal taste for all itheir bteers. This was an affront to all those
regular drinkers who have come to hold Shipstones .in high regard for the great character
_and consistency of thelr bsers - most of their production is real ale,

We heard that the Brewery admitted {here had been a small change 2 fow months ago when
some brews were prepared entirely from malt becamme the brewery was short of sugar due to
the lorry drivera' strike, but all was scon bazck to normal. We have little chance in this

rea of trying a wide variety of Shipstones' outlets, but in Leicester where Shipstones
are strong, you can get quite a few unusu al pints before siriking the old reliable
Shippo's that we used to take for granted.

We reproduce here part of a letter seni to CAMRA by the Group Marketing Manager of
Creenall Whitley at Warringion in answer to a question about Shipstones.in May: =
"Tou alsoc raised a number of poinits about Shipsfones, and as I explained 4o you, it is
our .initention %o develop Shipstones on the lines of an independent company, but never-
thelesgs to Increase the sales of Ehipstones beers in the Free Trade. It is not our
intenticn to alter the palate of the beer, as it iz wvery sood already, and we refuie
without prejudice ihe rather siupié comments which have appsared recenily about our

—intenticns in Neottingham. J.M.5. Lane,™

MANHE FAKE HANDPUMPS — LANDLOEDS WANT THE REAL THING
Hanns are now fitiing a modification to their DCL air pressure pumps serving Stag
Fined Litter and Manns IPA. It is 2 =mall gold coloured fitting stuck to the bar top
under the swan aeck of the pump handle, so that when the handle is in the upright
rosition this new piece appears to Join i%t. This makes it appear to be a genuine old-
siyle beer engine handle until the D“L handle is pulled back, revealing the deception!
Continued..,




